
Mount Kisco Conservation Advisory Council 

 

 

Minutes for Regular Meeting   Sept 14, 2017     (DRAFT) 
Meeting called to order at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Attending: Robert Liebman (Chairman), Jim Gmelin, Harry McCartney, Alan Antin, John Rhodes 
Guest: Simon Skolnik (Chairman) Bedford CAB 
 

The Council approved Minutes of September Meeting 

 

Report on Reusable Bag Initiative 

Alan reported that the informational sessions and public support for the petition asking both Bedford and 

Mount Kisco municipal governments to pass a Reusable Bag Ordinance are going well, with over 2200 

signatures on the petition. More volunteers have come forward, and a information/petition event will be 

held at Key Foods in the near future. Alan and John have continued to discuss the initiative with public 

officials and candidates to gather their feedback and ask for their public support. Alan will present a report 

to the Village Board at a public meeting in the near future.    

 

Invasive plants, tree planting, mowing issues, etc 

Jim Gmelin and John Rhodes reported that they with met with Trustee Grunthal and Village Planner Jan 

Johansen to conduct an inspection of Branch Brook and to discuss the ways in which the towns riparian 

zones could be protected from excess plant removal, tree loss, erosion, and pollution. 

 

The CAC discussed this ongoing challenge. John proposed, Harry seconded and the CAC voted 

unanimously to send another letter to the Village Board strongly requesting that they establish an official 

policy mandating a “no-mow zone” along municipal streams and ponds. This letter is attached to these 

minutes. 

 

Harry brought up the impending Ash Borer plague, and we dicussed informing the Village and residents 

about this serious issue. John will attend DEC ReLeaf Training in October and report, and will also begin 

preparation, with Jim,  of informational bulletins on Ash Borer, Oak Wilt, invasive species, and related 

topics.  

 

Trail Group 

Walks are planned for the re-opened Penninsula Trail and Mountain Trail. Harry is planning a 

presentation for Glassbury/Woodcrest residents on their trail and the entire trail system. 

 

A new, professional rechargeable Greenworks weedwhacker was purchased from funds provided to the 

Trail Group by Glassbury/Woodcrest residents for trail maintenance. Jim and John report that it is as 

powerful as a gas unit, but much quieter and cleaner. 

 

Mount Kisco Sale Days 

John reported that the CAC and Tree Board will have a table at the Mt. Kisco Sidewalk Sale Days 

(donated by the Kisco River Restaurant.) It will be next to the Historical Society table, so that we can 

more effectively the Trail Project and other highlight cooperative efforts between the CAC and Historical 

Society. Jim, Harry, John, and Ruth Moy will staff the table. Jim reported that Steve Ricker of 

Westmoreland Sanctuary will help out, and may bring some animal friends. Harry reported that he, John, 

and Mike Kirsch will narrate the Historic Nature Trolley ride for the second year in a row. This year the 



Trolley Ride will only run on Staurday, and will include a petting zoo sponsored by the Holiday Inn. The 

RBI (bag initiative will also have a table.) 

Public Area Recycling 

This topic was discussed and it was decided that the CAC would recommend  that the Village establish a 

pilot project for public area trash collection and recycling of bottles, cans, paper, and similar items.  

 

Planning Board items 

We discussed various Planning Board and related development issues.  

Radio Circle Senior Housing 

The consensus was that the CAC should recommend to the Village Board that, based on environmental 

factors and the preliminary remediation plans presented by the applicant, that the VB grant the re-Zoning 

request and pass the matter on to the Planning Board so that the SEQRA process can begin. A letter 

should be sent from the CAC to the VB detailing this advise before they vote on the application. 

 

NRI 

We discussed the NRI. It was agreed that Jim would again request that the Village Board officially adopt 

the NRI for planning and policy purposes. 

 

NYACC  

The annual NYACC conference will be held in Kingston on Nov. 17-18th. CAC members are encouraged 

to attend, but due to heavy schedules, it is not certain if any will be able to attend this year. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 9 pm 
 
 

Attachment:  

Letter from the CAC to the Village Board of Trustees on the Care of Riparian Areas 

 

Dear Mayor Cindrich, Deputy Mayor Marcus, Trustees Farber, Schleimer, and Grunthal, 

 

At our meeting on Sept. 19th the CAC voted unanimously to present the following recommendation to the 

Village Board. These recommendations are based on months of study, attendance at training sessions, 

physical surveys of the locations involved, and many discussions with experts in this field.  

 

There is a strong scientific consensus that maintaining a no-mow zone in riparian areas along streams, 

ponds, and lakes has many advantages including:   

 It reduces pollution, bank erosion, flooding, siltification, and algae growth 

 It encourages the increased presence of pollinators and native birds, and discourages the spread 
of invasive plants and birds (including Canada Geese) 

 It reduces maintenance costs  
 

We hope the Board will adopt these measures as a next step forward toward restoring the health, 

usefulness, diversity, and enjoyment of the riparian areas bordering our streams and ponds. 

 

Thanks you for your consideration, and for your efforts to care for our common home. 

 

John Rhodes 

On behalf of the Conservation Advisory Council and Tree Preservation Board 

 



 

- - - - - - - 

 

Proposed Directions for the Care and Maintenance of River and Pond Banks in Mount Kisco 

 

The Highway Department are directed to adhere to the these policies and procedures for the following 

waterways and riparian zones: 

 

1. Kisco River tributaries flowing through Leaonard Park 

2.  Wallace Pond in Leonard Park 

3. Branch Brook from Preston Way to Lieto Drive and continuing through its intersection with the Metro 

North Railroad tracks 

4. Others that may be identified from time to time 

 

A. The Highway Department and other Village employees or contractors shall not mow, cut or disturb in 

any way, the native trees, shrubs, and other growth along these waterways, for a distance of ten feet on 

either side or any bank of these waterways (NYS-DEC Zone 1), except as described in (C.) and (D.) 

below. 

 

B. The Tree Preservation Board shall identify Invasive Plants along these banks and riparian zones, and 

a list of these plants and their locations shall be submitted to the Village Manager. 

 

C. The Highway Department (or a contractor elected by the Village Manager with the consent of the 

Village Board) shall remove these invasive plants in these areas within two months of these being 

identified, unless they have been removed by volunteers under the direction of the Tree Preservation 

Board.  The Tree Preservation Board shall notify the Village Manager at least three days in advance of 

any planned removal of invasive plants by volunteers. In all cases, the invasive plants will be removed 

with great care so as to avoid unnecessarily disturbing native plants or the soil in these areas. 

 

D. The 10 foot “no mow” zone shall not apply: 

1. On the West bank of Branch Brook adjacent to the Shoppers’ Park Parking Lot, within 6 feet of the 

railing or in immediate proximity to the forebays, overflow retention and drainage treatment features, 

installed berms, pond liners etc.  

2. In the immediate vicinity of the forebays and drainage treatment features etc. between the Library and 

the East bank of Branch Brook, where a path will be mowed to create a walkway leading toward the 9/11 

Memorial. 

 

 

References: 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/106345.html 

http://ien.arch.virginia.edu/sites/ien.virginia.edu/files/streamcorr.pdf 

https://stroudcenter.org/restoration/landowners/ 

https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/ca4d/ce45a5cfa3d21b57c1ad9d79b3db79c06c14.pdf 

https://www.tva.gov/file_source/TVA/Site%20Content/Environment/Environmental%20Stewardship/Land

%20Management/benefits.pdf 

http://www.munsontwp.com/New_Site/Stormwater/3_DontMowInRiparianZone.pdf 

 

http://msu-water.msu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/Riparian-article.pdf 
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